Belconnen United vs Yass

Round 9, 13-06-2009

1-2
Belconnen hosted top of the table Yass at Scullin, who were after revenge after been knocked out of finals contention on the last game of the previous year by Belconnen. It was a dour struggle and a draw would have been a good result for both teams. It wasn’t to be though, and Belconnen lost their first game of the season.
The game started at a pretty good pace, with both teams keen to show off their passing skills as they both tried to find a way through some pretty good defence. Belconnen had a few scares early on at the back, with some lack of calling between keeper and defenders causing all sorts of problems. 
The first chance of the game fell to Stewy, who raced on to a great through ball. The linesman raised the flag for offside, but the ref waived play on and Stewy raced into the goals but put his shot wide. The first of many missed opportunities by both teams.

Soon after however, Stewy made amends. He was put through again, and this time he put the ball into the back of the net to make the score 1-0 to Belconnen.

Yass turned on the pressure after conceding, but they were well held by a resilient Belconnen defence, with Ryan covering left and right as he broke up Yass attacks. The Belconnen defence was frustrating the Yass players, and it showed when the Yass forward put in a shocking tackle from behind on Fitzy. Fitzy was not very impressed, and the Yass player sheepishly pointed out that he was sorry, but he was very lucky not to receive a booking for the challenge.
Yass scored soon after in what is fast becoming a regular occurrence at the back for Belconnen as more non communication led to the Yass equaliser. A harmless ball was put through and Leigh covered the ball waiting for Rick to call for it and claim it. The call never came though, and the Yass forward nicked in ahead of Leigh and poked the ball in from really close range to make the score 1-1. 

Half time was called soon after, and Belconnen were unlucky not to be leading at the break. Jordo was having an outstanding match at stopper, while George was working overtime in marking the Yass right wing. Ryan was also having a good game providing excellent cover for the backs.
Talk at halftime was keep working hard and work the ball around. It translated on the field as Belconnen got their passing game going, only to be countered by the passing game of Yass. Stewy was shifted to the right wing, after Ben had a clash with a Yass player and injured his ankle forcing him off, and he began to create havoc. He got an early chance when he raced away and found himself bearing down on the keeper. Stewy went for placement, but the Yass keeper had come out quickly and saved the shot.

Casper was having a good game with the limited opportunities he was getting. He was unlucky not to win a penalty for Belconnen, as he made his way into the box, headed the ball past one Yass defender and was about to do the same to another, when he was shoulder charged and flattened by the defender who was not even looking at the ball, but had his eyes only on Casper. The ref waived play on much to the bemusement of Casper, who let everyone know what it feels like to be a rugby league player.

The rest of the half was a really tight struggle, as both teams tried to get the upper hand. Belconnen thought they had it, as Yass struggled to get out of their own half. Stewy had another shot that went wide from just outside the box, not realising that he had some time, as Belconnen seemed to have the match under control.

Yass was not having that, and they fought back and seemed to gain the upper hand as they started to attack the Belconnen goal. They had a shot that hit the crossbar, and another that went wide of the goals as they pressured the Belconnen defence. The pressure told with about 5 minutes to go when after a goalmouth scramble, the ball was poked home from close range after it was kicked out of Rick’s hands. It was tough on Belconnen, but Yass were ectstatic.

To their credit, Belconnen pushed forward and attacked. Yass seemed to have settled on the score and pushed men behind the ball, but it made no difference as Belconnen had all the ball. They just could not get a shot away. They felt that they needed one chance and they could equalise.

The chance did come, in the last frantic 10 seconds of the game. The ball fell to Luke out on the right wing who jigged his way past a Yass defender and unleashed a fierce shot on goal. The Yass keeper parried it straight into an advancing Stewy and the Belconnen crowd seemed to cheer the upcoming goal. However, the Yass keeper had quickly gotten to his feet and was right on top of the ball as Stewy shot. The ball hit the Yass keeper, and he managed to hang on to it, much to the astonishment of the whole Belconnen team. Full time was blown, and it signalled the first loss of the season for Belconnen.

A draw would have been a fair result such was the closeness of the game, but it was not to be as Yass got their first victory over Belconnen. It was particularly tough on the Belconnen defence, who had done an excellent job against the firepower of the Yass forwards, particularly Jordo and George who had their hands full all game but did an excellent job.
Belconnen have another tough game away to ANU next week, but if they can play the way they did against Yass, they will cause ANU problems. Catch you all next week.

Man of the Match: Ryan Robinette. His best game of the year so far. Stayed in position and nullified the majority of the Yass attack, and also helped the wide backs out.

Goal of the Week: Only goal to Stewy from a nice through ball.

Gimp(s) of the Week: The tool who took down Fitzy with a crude tackle, then sheepishly apologised with the “It’s not like I killed you mate”. Good effort that one.
