Belconnen United vs ADFA

Round 8, 06-06-2009

6-4
A typical Canberra winter day greeted the players for the clash between ADFA and Belconnen. Belconnen were once again missing a number of players, even losing Fitzy to do ref duties. If Belconnen thought they were in for an easy game, they were mistaken as they were pushed all the way by a fiercely determined ADFA team.

Belconnen started the better for a change, with some good quick passing making a mockery of the ADFA team. It wasn’t long before Belconnen scored, with some quick thinking by Ben, who swivelled to tuck in a shot into the bottom corner to make the score 1-0 to Belconnen. Ben was thankful that Adrian Watts was not playing, as that was the exact same spot where big Aido blocked a Ben shot the week before.

ADFA tried to get in behind the Belconnen defence but where having no such luck, with George, Leigh, Stewy and Louis coping well early on. After some quick movement thought he middle, the ball fell to Sim C in space, and for once he didn’t launch a shot down into the creek, instead moving the ball forward and unleashing a shot from well outside the box that curled into the corner to make the score 2-0 to Belconnen.

It wasn’t long before Sim C got himself another goal. After some good lead up work, the ball ended up with Adrian H who unselfishly squared the ball to an open Sim C, who had an easy tap in to make the score 3-0. If only Adrian H did the same thing in the second half. Not long after that though, Belconnen lost Sim C after a clash with an ADFA player in the middle of the field, forcing him to be carried off and missing the rest of the match.
ADFA got back into the game not long after though, thanks to a free kick. The ball was curved to the top of the Belconnen box where it went over the head of Leigh and Stewy, was allowed to bounce where and ADFA player did an audacious flick over his own head from behind him, where he was left one on one with Rick. The attempted blast came off the knee, and Rick who was expecting the blast was already on his way down as the ball trickled over the line to make it 3-1 to Belconnen. Another chance at a clean sheet gone.

Belconnen got another goal soon after, thanks to a usual maze of a run from Stewy. After picking up the ball near halfway, Stewy took it upon himself to run circles around the ADFA team, before a neat one two put him in the clear when he went for placement, picked up a deflection and the ball went in to make the score 4-1 to Belconnen, who thought that it would be a good lead at half time. ADFA had other ideas though, and they got one back. Another through ball caused the usual havoc, and after some ping pong, another one on one left Rick with no chance, the score now 4-2 to Belconnen.

That was not the end of the scoring though, as Nick from Div 8 scored a cracking goal. After getting ball some 30 yards out, he ran forward towards the ADFA goal and unleashed a shot from well outside the goal box that crashed into the top corner to make the score 5-2 to Belconnen. What is it with these Div 8 boys scoring cracking goals? That is how the teams went in at halftime.
Talk at halftime was to calm down and play the Belconnen way. It didn’t translate on the field though, as Belconnen blew chance after chance, and let ADFA start to make use of the ball. Belconnen had an early chance though. After being put through on goal Adrian H found himself in a similar position as in the first half. One on one with the keeper, with an unmarked Belconnen player to his left. This time though Adrian H decided to shoot, and it was saved by the keeper much to the dismay of Adrian H who had blown a host of chances throughout the game. 

It ended up being a pretty costly miss, as from the ensuing play, ADFA headed up field and once again ended up one on one with Rick, with the same result, a goal to make the score 5-3 to Belconnen. ADFA thought they were in the game as they chased and harried the Belconnen players who were looking rather poor compared to the first half.

Rick got himself a second booking of the season for letting the ADFA players know what they do in the showers. ADFA responded back, so Rick let them know what happens with the mother of one of the ADFA players. The ref heard that one, and brandished the yellow card, much to the delight of the ADFA players.

Belconnen looked pretty good soon after though. After some more wayward attempts at goal by Adrian H, Stewy and Angelo put together the best move of the match. Stewy took the ball forward and passed off to Angelo, but continued his run forward. Angelo, seeing the run, put in a sublime though ball where Stewy did not have to break stride and raced through on goal and put it away to make the score 6-3 to Belconnen. A very good move which showed how easy it was to beat the ADFA defence.

Adrian H continued to entertain the crowd with all his misses and offsides, including one where he decided to try a diving header while the ball was rolling across the ground in front of him. It was very entertaining to watch and had the brave supporters in stitches.

With 10 minutes to go, ADFA was given a sniff. Another through ball was sent down by ADFA where an attempted clearance was made twice, only for the clearance to hit an ADFA player both times. The second one saw it fall nicely to an advancing ADFA player, who once again converted the one on one. ADFA pushed for the final 10 minutes but Belconnen decided to hold on and not concede any more goals.
A game where Belconnen looked comfortable, but were made to work hard to eventually come away 6-4 winners. Belconnen face a formidable Yass team next week in what will be a revenge game for Yass as Belconnen knocked them out of finals contentions last year in the final game of the season. 

Man of the Match: Mark Stewart. Playing well from the back and still managed to score 2 vital goals.

Goal of the Week: Nick from Div 8. Another cracker from distance.

Gimp(s) of the Week: It can only go to Adrian, for trying so hard to score and having about 100 shots, most way off target, and the classic diving header for a rolling ball. Excellent stuff there Adrian.
