Belconnen United vs Belwest

Round 7, 30-05-2009

3-3
A weekend without a heap of players again greeted Belconnen as they headed to the dangerous suburb of Charnwood. Without Louis and George who were attending George’s wedding everything was left in Fitzy’s hands....who promptly delegated warm up to Stewy. The match got underway with a proper defender at the back in Leigh with the other make shift backs being Luke, Stewy and Fitzy. Belconnen game out of the blocks and the passing and movement into space was really good. Ben was causing havoc down the left wing getting behind the defence a number of times and creating some good opportunities for Adrian up front and the mids coming through. I can’t remember exactly how it happened but all the pressure paid off when Jordo hit the back of the net – well deserved as Belconnen had been running Belwest ragged.

Belconnen continued to press for the attack, however even when there were 3 Belconnen players inside the 6 yard box, could not put the ball in the net to the frustration of everyone involved. Belwest began to fight back and began hitting diagonal balls to the wings which caused some problems for the backs however Belconnen held firm. Deep into the second half and Belwest had a throw on their left wing which bounced and bobbled off a few players before a skewed clearance went right to Belwest player whose mishit volley went into the corner despite Rick getting hands on the ball. Game on at half time with the scores 1-1 though Belconnen should have been ahead!

Belwest came out firing in the second half and began to rough up the Belconnen players with one lucky not to be carded or sent after ankle tapping Leigh in full flight – admittedly Leigh was lucky after retaliating and doing his best Dirty impersonation by shoving the culprit. Belwest were starting to attack more, and had a dubious penalty awarded after a handball to control the ball and then falling over his own feet/stationary Dirty..penalty given...Well done club ref. Duly converted and Belconnen were down 2-1 despite holding more possession for the game...Belconnen began hitting the Belwest goal box more regularly and only some top class saves from the Belwest keeper kept them ahead (including Sim’s free kick save which nobody believed he was going to get to). Belconnen managed to get another goal through Jordo and they finally took a chance to level at 2-2.

Belwest were not going to lie down though and one of their defenders smashed Adrian with a shoulder charge which should have led to a free kick and a yellow card....nothing. Down the other end, a throw in again on our right was exploited as the defenders got sucked in coming across, leaving a man unmarked to smash home an unstoppable shot to give Belwest the lead.

10 minutes went by after that goal and finally the change came with Belconnen shifting to a 3-5-2 with Stewy adding his pace up front to help get the goal. Belconnen weren’t helped with Adrian’s ass getting in the way of a certain Benny goal. Belconnen were creating chance after chance in the final 15 minutes but a mixture of wayward shooting, good keeping and scrambling defence kept Belconnen at bay until Adrian finally managed to squeeze in a rebound with 5 to go. Belconnen had one more chance to win it with a great cross from Sim going back post only to see a flying Adrian just miss with a diving header. 

3-3 the final score, but Belconnen should have won. Some positives though with Belconnen creating loads of chances and having more possession. Finally also starting moving into space especially on the wings.

Next week Belconnen take on their nemesis from last year - ADFA who are currently leaking goals....Belconnen will have to be wary though as they are still short of players and tend to play poorly against the lower sides....Rotating subs will be important as ADFA will run all day long!

Man of the Match: Jordo – 2 goals and a tireless performance in central midfield, distribution was good and helped out in defence when he could. 

Goal of the Match: Again  to Jordo since Adrian’s was a tap in. Probably the first one, however honestly can’t remember it.

Gimp of the week: Although he did a pretty good job and called things both ways, the referee gave a dodgy penalty and could have produced the card on a number of occasions. Close runner up goes to Fitzy for playing at the end when already injured making things worse...well done idiot.

