Belconnen United vs Crossroads
Round 6, 23-05-2009
3-1
Belconnen once again lined up missing a number of players. Such was the shortage that the Belconnen defence was made up of strikers and wingers. They also had 4 Div 8 players come along and help out in what was an entertaining match. Belconnen looked comfortable, but in the end had to work to come away with the win.
Belconnen lined up with the unfamiliar defence of Stewy, Fitzy, Luke and Louis, with Stewy and Fitzy making the record books for the shortest ever centre backs, and Louis making the record books for actually starting a game.

Belconnen started well, finally showing what they can do when passes got to the right person. They ran Crossroads ragged, and Ben and Adrian H had heaps of space on the wings. But for the first 20 minutes, Belconnen could not get a goal, and had to withstand some pressure from Crossroads as they tried to use their superior height. 

A beautiful through ball to Adrian H dented the Crossroads confidence though. Louis placing a perfect defence splitting pass for Adrian H to run on to, and calmly chip the keeper to make the score 1-0 to Belconnen. Belconnen dominated the rest of the half, but could not get another goal, as they missed a host of chances. Stewy and Fitzy were doing very well in the centre of defence, Stewy particularly having a very good game, while the Belconnen mids probably enjoyed one of their better games so far. The half came to an end with Belconnen in the lead, 1-0.
After a quick halftime talk, the second half kicked off. Crossroads came out on fire, and they had about 100 corners in the first 10 minutes. The Belconnen midgets dealt with the corners though, giving the tall timber of Crossroad no opportunity. It did help that Belconnen were bolstered in defence by Div 8 player Josh, who added some much needed height.

Belconnen once again passed the ball around with ease, enabling them to keep the pressure on the Crossroads defence, but once again could not find the net. It took a Div 8 player to show Belconnen how it is done. After some good lead up work, the ball fell to Marty, who put in a peach of a shot to make the score 2-0 to Belconnen. Marty was pretty pleased with his effort too.
Belconnen looked comfortable, but they were unable to put the game away. Some chances went begging, and then Belconnen was punished. In what was a fairly innocuous through ball by Crossroads ended being a disaster for Belconnen. Rick raced out of his goal to clear the ball, but the clearance struck the advancing Crossroads player in the hand. Both Rick and the Crossroads player fell over each other, but Rick recovered quicker, only to think the ball was a hand grenade such was his speed at running away from it. The Crossroads player squared it to a team mate, who chipped into the corner of the net giving Rick and the defenders no chance. That all happened in a matter of seconds, and Crossroads were back in the game.

For a 10 minute period after their goal, Crossroads really put the pressure on. Stewy was busy mopping up at the back, and Crossroads were really in with a chance. However, that all ended when Adrian H collected a very good cross from Ben, and showed good composure this time to tuck the ball away to make the score 3-1, and giving him a double.

That is how the game ended, giving Belconnen a deserved victory. One big surprise coming out of the match was the fact that Louis played 90 minutes! The first time since the semi final against ANU way back in 2005. There were whispers that he would be drug tested after the match, as no one had any idea how he managed to play a full game.

Belconnen face BelWest next week, who always seem to give the Belconnen team a good match. Who knows who will do the report next week, as the writer will not be at that game.

Man of the Match: Mark Stewart. Strong match and marshalled the defence well. He will probably be playing in the position for quite some time, now that another defender is out long term.
Goal of the Week: Adrian H, after that magic through ball from the ex 10 second man.
Gimp(s) of the Week: Probably the Crossroads defender, who got sick and tired of Samir skinning him, so decided to almost take his leg off in quite a piss poor challenge. 
