Belconnen United vs Belnorth
Round 5, 09-05-2009
1-1
Belconnen were at home to their second home ground, Scullin as they hosted a rejuvenated Belnorth. Both teams were coming off victories, with the Belnorth team having some unfamiliar faces as they got players back from injury. Belconnen were still missing a host of players, but they had Casper returning from an ankle injury, and two Division 8 players backing up for them. It was another struggle for Belconnen, who started well, but had to come from behind to earn a very late draw.
Belconnen started the better, using the quick passing to get Stewie into a few scoring opportunities. Unfortunately for Stewie, Belnorth had themselves a keeper this week, who was about 7 foot tall and quite good. (Looks like the keeper from Tuggeranong from a few years back, who was a very good keeper) He made a few terrific saves that kept Belnorth in the match.

Against the run of play though, Belnorth struck. Belconnen were once again undone by a long ball, as the Belnorth player raced into the clear and smashed the ball into the net to make it 1-0 to Belnorth. Belconnen tried to get going, but they could not pass wind, let alone the ball and they became frustrated. 

Panic also set in, as they Belconnen team looked afraid of the ball, as whenever it came anywhere near them, they belted it away in a hurry instead of playing their short passing game. Belnorth put the pressure on, and even free balls on the halfway were smashed to the other side of the field, such was the mindset that had overcome Belconnen.

Belnorth pushed on though, and they had Belconnen on the ropes soon after. Belnorth won a corner, and from the ensuing play the ball was headed into the Belconnen net, only for George to slap it away, doing his best Adrian impersonation. Unfortunately this time, the ref and the whole Belnorth team saw it. George was given his marching orders leaving Belconnen with 10 players and Belnorth were awarded a penalty. The Belnorth player attempted to smash the ball away, but it came off the crossbar and was knocked away to safety. The half ended with Belnorth holding a 1-0 lead.
Everyone had something to say at halftime, continuing on from the panic that had set in the field. The team was advised to calm down and concentrate on moving the ball around and creating space. The second half began with a formation change that seemed to do wonders for Belconnen as they actually started to string some passes together, but could not get anything going in the final third.

Belnorth had chances to put the game away, but they had changed their tactics to become very defensive, and Belconnen were given free rein with the ball.

Belconnen pressed, and they were camped inside the Belnorth half for most of the second half, but they could not get any meaningful shot on target. Belconnen had some corners which they used quite well, but the final touch always seemed to be a little off as they barely made the Belnorth keeper work. 

They had a terrific chance from a free kick on the edge of the box though. Stewie swung it low around the wall and it looked like it was going to tuck into the bottom corner, only for the Belnorth keeper to scramble across and palm the ball away in what was a very good save.

With the game winding down to the last few seconds, Belconnen actually put their best passing play on which released Ben. He had a very good first touch, and turned the Belconnen defender who stuck out a leg and tripped Ben. The poor ref was about to blow full time, but had no choice but to award the penalty. 
The Belnorth players were filthy, letting the ref know what they thought about the decision being a favour to Belconnen. The ref shut them up though, when he showed them his Belnorth top. Up stepped Jordo, and after trying to talk the ref into placing the ball outside the hole that was the penalty spot, had to concede and put it in the hole. It didn’t help that the Belnorth team were all about to cry about the fact that they had to put there penalty shot in the hole.
They also showed their sportsmanship by jeering as Jordo was ready to take the penalty, and told Belconnen players that they could do what they want when told that they could not do that. It was not use explaining the bad sportsmanship rule to those dimwits though. If a player can get yellow carded for farting when a player is about to take a penalty, those toolbeaters should all have got a yellow card, but that would have caused mayhem, and poor Jim (who was reffing) really did not need the stress.

Anyways, Jordo put the penalty away, and Belconnen got away with a 1-1 draw. Belnorth made sure that the ref put the red card on the scoresheet, reminding anyone who would listen as to what happened. A truly good effort by those bunch of plonkers.

What they should have been told is that Ben privately told reporters after the game that he was well offside. What a pity that it was Belnorth linesman, who spent more time texting on his phone that actually watching the game. Could not happen to a better bunch of poor sportsmen. They make Yass look like Angels.

Many thanks have to go to Jim Stewart for coming straight from playing his match, to being the referee for us. Good stuff Jim, you got us out of a huge mess.

Samir and Angelo from the Division 8 need to be thanked as well as they came straight from their game to help us out as well. They turned out to be quite good players and gave the team a much needed boost when they were on the field. Finally, to Will for turning up and running the line.
All those people really helped us out of a mess and it was much appreciated.

Next week Belconnen are away to Crossroads. Join us then to see how Belconnen go.
Man of the Match: Samir Perrett. Provided some spark at the back, and worked hard even after coming from playing a full match with his Division 8 team.
Goal of the Week: If you count the penalty, then Jordo’s penalty is the goal of the week.
Gimp(s) of the Week: Hard one this week. Could be the Belnorth linesman who spent more time on the phone than watching the game, or most of the Belnorth team who acted like knobheads when Jordo was stepping up to take the penalty. 
