Belconnen United vs Weston Creek
Round 3, 02-05-2009
2-2
The sun was out and the car park was packed again as Belconnen hosted a top of the table clash with Weston Creek, who found the heights of Division 4 too much to handle so dropped down to Division 7. A win for either side would put them 3 points clear at the top, but in what was a fierce contest, the game ended at 2-2, with Belconnen having to contain a rampant Weston Creek for the last 20 minutes.
The match started with 2 officials, and Belconnen got an early goal. They won a corner which was whipped in, bounced inside the 6 yard box, before Adrian Watts poked it home from close range, after the initial ball had hit in the legs. Weston Creek showed what their tactics would be, putting in hopeful long balls to Fitzy’s namesake up front, and to their speedy wingers. Belconnen handled the majority of those balls, and when they didn’t. Rick’s cold stare and choice words were enough for the Weston Creek players to miss the target.
Belconnen got a second goal midway through the half, and boy was it controversial. A cross was put in and the Weston Creek defence misjudged as it went over everyone and bounced towards the goal, were Adrian Watts did his best Maradona impersonation by actually slapping the ball into the goals, not with his foot, but his hand. The ref awarded the goal, which led to some Weston Creek players impersonating ManU players as they surrounded the ref in disgust. Adrian was not left out any words, with Weston Creek players really giving it to him.

That seemed to fire up the Southside team, but it wasn’t their football that fired, but rather their bad play with some terrible fouls, and poor sportsmanship. Shane was in the thick of things, and probably got the most bizarre yellow card in the history of the sport. After getting away from a Weston Creek player, Shane let out a laugh of delight before passing the ball away. The ref must have thought that the play was too good for division 7, giving him a yellow card. In the ensuing banter, Ryan could have been given a yellow card too, for his squeal at the Weston Creek players cheering the yellow for Shane.

The half ended with a Belconnen up 2-0. There was talk about muscling up to Weston Creek, as Leigh had been pummelled every time he went for the ball, with the ref not giving him any protection. Leigh< Alex and George were having good games at the back, with George stopping what looked like a certain goal with a courageous block that gave him a dead leg and not returning for the second half. Belconnen has also lost Casper to a twisted ankle, and he remains doubtful for next week’s match.

The second half was much the same. Leigh, Alex and Fitzy, who had moved back to the right back position, working very hard at the back in clearing the ball and cleaning up any Weston Creek attack. Belconnen were not moving the ball as well, and Weston Creek started to get on top. They had a few shots on goals, but with zero composure, their shots were going well wide.
They struck a blow soon after though. A through ball was played to their slowest player and Leigh tracked him back and put in a good tackle. The ref however was having none of it, and awarded a penalty to a slightly bemused Weston Creek player that Leigh had tackled. Leigh was furious letting the ref know what he thought, but the penalty stood and Weston Creek scored from it, despite the effort of Rick getting a hand to it. That made the score 2-1, and Weston Creek were really fired up now.

Belconnen had to withstand wave after wave of attack, and panic seemed to have settled in, as they were just kicking the ball away, when all was needed was for them to hold on the ball for some time. Stewy was even coming into the midfield to try and win some ball, but to no avail, as Weston Creek continued their tirade.

Belconnen had 2 good chances to score with their best play in the second half. Ryan was put clear on goal after some good passing, but his shot went well high. Jordo also had a good chance, but the normally ice cool shot taker did not get hold of the ball and the keeper saved easily.

With time running down Weston Creek won a throw in which was put into the Belconnen box. It was flicked on, and Leigh running towards his own goal shot out a foot to try and clear the danger but only succeeded in looping the ball over Rick and into his own net, to make the score 2-2. Unlucky for Leigh, who was having a very good match.
The game ended with the sides locked at 2-2, with each team being allowed one soft goal. Belconnen with the handball goal, and Weston Creek getting the square up with a dubious penalty. The player who Leigh tackled even said it was not a penalty, but pointed out that Belconnen were gifted a goal so it made things even.

Next week Belconnen face UC, which is always an entertaining match. Tune in for what should be an exciting match.
Man of the Match: Leigh Moffit. Easily the best player on the park.
Goal of the Week: Aido’s first. Way to get his foot to the ball.
Gimp(s) of the Week: There is always one. This time it was the Weston Creek number 13, who was trying to outdo Patto from last years ADFA. The Weston Creek player would have to be the biggest hothead that Belconnen have encountered. At one time in the first half, he screamed at the Belconnen defence “wait until you play us at our home ground and we have our own ref.” Good effort that one. 
