Belconnen United vs Brindabella Blues
Round 2, 25-04-2009
4-0
As was the norm when Belconnen played Brindabella at Calwell, the weather was atrocious. Cloudy, windy and very cold. But Belconnen held firm in the conditions and prevailed with a thumping 4-0 win. Ryan even decided to make it for this game, much to the amusement of the rest of the team. It was not all good news though, as they got hit by the defenders curse again, losing Brendan to a nasty shoulder injury which will see him sidelined for some time.
Belconnen dominated from the beginning, pinning Brindabella inside their own half for long periods. The only time the Blues got out of their own half was when they were clearing the ball, or from a goal kick. Belconnen peppered the Blues goal, but could not score as they wasted chance after chance. Casper and Sim C started on fire directing the Belconnen attack, Casper putting to rest the fancy tricks that so often get him in trouble. Fitzy was seeing plenty of the ball in the frenzied opening stanza that he looked pretty stuffed after 10 minutes as he had already run about 5 kilometres.  

The chances came and the Blues keeper was working overtime keeping the scores level, making some fine saves, but also watching as the Belconnen boys wasted some good chances. The goal finally came though, Casper finally putting in a shot low and wide of the keeper when so many before where shooting high and wide. The ball had to get through some players though, as most of the Blues team was defending inside their own 18 yard box. Still a good shot, and got Casper off the mark.

The final 15 minutes saw Belconnen try to get another goal, but so many times he final balls were a letdown and the chances went begging. Stewy and Adrian were getting into plenty of space up front, but the ball would never reach them as the mids looked for other options. When the ball did get to Stewy though, his first touch seemed to let him down and the frustration was evident for all to see. The half finished with Belconnen leading 1-0, but after having 90% of possession and about 20 shots on goal, the coaching staff were nervous.
Belconnen went out for the second half knowing that they could not get complacent and keep playing their own game. They started the same, controlling the ball well, but once again the final ball would not fall as they sought to extend their lead. The Blues almost equalised though as their forward turned the defence and was through on goal, only for his shot to be put well wide, Rick giving the Blues forward plenty of stick for the shot.

Then the defenders curse struck. A through ball was played, and Brendo and the Blues forward went shoulder to shoulder for the ball, before Brendan fell over, the ref awarding the free kick to Belconnen. But Brendo stayed down, and the call game from the players on the field that he had broken something, as they had heard the crack. Play was halted as an Ambulance was called as Brendo was not moving, with a Blues player making sure that Brendan was ok. Helped that the player was a nurse too.

Surprisingly, the ambulance got their in quick time, and Brendan was given the good stuff so he could be moved. As he was being put into the ambulance, he reminded the whole team that bonding night was still on and he was seeing them all there.

So after a holdup of about 20 minutes, the game was restarted. Belconnen continued their dominance, and Stewy finally got a ball he had been waiting for. After winning the ball at the back, George showed the midfield how to play the perfect pass releasing Stewy clear through on goals, where he skipped past the keeper and put the ball into the net to make it 2-0. It was a great ball, George getting much of the plaudits for the goal.

Belconnen rolled on after that, with Stewy getting a second goal from his trademark angle, and Sim C, after doing the old training shots into the car park all game, finally put a shot in low and hard that beat the Blues keeper to make it 4-0. It was a case of being in the right place at the right time for Sim, as a fierce Jordo shot was blocked and it fell right in front of Sim C. He did the rest.

So the match finished with Belconnen winning 4-0, Rick catching a cold for not having to do much at all, losing another defender and the big bonding night coming up. They play Weston Creek next week, with reports saying that they are the team to beat this season. Belconnen will be down on numbers, but they will be up for the fight.

Bonding Night:
This season bonding night was held at the City Labour club. It was a quiet evening, but the 20 cent game (or English 2 pound game) was in full force. We learned plenty of things from the night and they are mentioned below.

· Casper is now the rookie, as he had no idea how to play the 20 cent game getting coined nearly every 10 minutes. Well done Rook.

· Simon Campbell is sponsored by betfair. Who would have thought that the person who would run away when it is their shout for drinks actually gambles on the pokies as much as he does? An interesting past time their Sim.
· Simon Jordan didn’t get coined once. We were not surprised, as the last time Jordo played the game he got very acquainted with the Moose Head toilet floor. Good stuff Jordo.

· Fitzy is a Claytons drinker. Plays the 20 cent game, but cannot skull the drink when he gets coined, then conveniently forgets that he has to skull another drink for piking out the first time. With that sort of effort, the game is obviously not for Fitzy. That effort is now entered into the record books as doing “The Fitz”.

· Adrian Watts is still the biggest pisshead on the team. From playing with himself in the mirror, to almost getting everyone kicked out by trying to pour his own beer.

There are probably others that I have forgotten, but there are a few more that didn’t happen at the club. They are:

· Rick for forgetting what night bonding night was on. Messaged Adrian on Monday asking what time bonding night was on. Good one Rick.
· Ryan, for probably losing his car again.

· Shane, for well, doing what he does best when it comes to team bondings, not showing up. On ya Shane.
· Ben, for writing about plants or seeds or whatever his thesis is on. Was actually scared to play the coin game is the rumour that is circulating.
Man of the Match: Alex Engel. Held the defence together well. 
Goal of the Week: Stewy again. Great through ball and finished well by Stewy.
Gimp(s) of the Week: From the match but not being mean, it goes to Brendan. By breaking his collarbone and delaying the game, we all got stuck in the rain while he was up in the clouds on morphine.
From the night out on the town it goes to Andrew Fitzpatrick for doing “The Fitz”. Good effort that one.
