Belconnen United vs Crossroads

Round 15, 01-08-2009

2-0

Belconnen were at Melba this week, as they faced a Crossroads team who have been securing some good results over the past few weeks. Crossroads were their own worst enemy, starting and ending the game with 10 players as they came unstuck against a resilient Belconnen team, who themselves struggled to finish with a full team.
After watching the Div 8 game beforehand turn into the UFC, Crossroads tried to gain the upper hand early on by putting in some crunching illegal tackles as they tried to intimidate Belconnen. Belconnen looked the sharper team though, as they should against 10 players, and it wasn’t long before a through ball was placed for Ben. He raced into the box trying to get on to the end of the pass, only to be smashed by a Crossroads player who obviously mistook Ben as his mortal enemy. Poor Ben has been copping cheap shots like that all year with no reward, and once again play on was waved, when a penalty was the more obvious outcome.
Crossroads continued with their bullying tactics and Louis was the next one to feel it as his ribs were mistaken for Ben, as he copped a nasty elbow. He let the Crossroads player know all about it, as Adrian decided to get to know the Number 15, Westie, from Crossroads. They were at each other at every opportunity and they both showed their appreciation at each error the other caused. It actually led to Belconnen’s opener.

While they were both still discussing where to drink afterwards, Belconnen were passing the ball around nicely. A through ball was placed towards Adrian who heard Westie charging up behind him and remembering what had happened to poor Ben, decided to let the ball go where it fell nicely into the path of Stewie, who raced into the box and under pressure tucked his shot into the bottom corner to give Belconnen the lead 1-0.
Crossroads were now mistaking everyone for Ben, as they continued with their rough house tactics. Belconnen won a free kick just on the edge of the box, where the birds, enjoying a lazy afternoon sitting in the trees in the creek behind the goals, all took flight as they saw that Simon (car park) Campbell was lining up to take the free kick. They shouldn’t have wasted their energy though, as they missed the best free kick that Simon has ever taken. After a piss poor run over the ball that fooled no one, Simon finally struck the ball with some venom and it headed towards the top corner, only for the stupid ball to swerve at the last second where the Crossroads goal keeper managed to get his fingertips to it, deflecting the ball on to the top part of the goals where it bounced back into play. The ref waived play on, only to realise his mistake. That annoyed Ryan, as Belconnen had finally followed a shot into the box.
The half ended with Belconnen up 1-0, and copping a nice serve from the Crossroads keeper, congratulating Belconnen on only scoring one goal running with a strong wind and playing against a team with 10 men. It was still a pretty good half for Belconnen, who lost George to a leg injury but had Brendan getting into the mix.

The second half was about to get underway when Fitzy declared he would not last long due to vision problems. So the second half kicked off with Belconnen fielding cripples and vision impaired players at the back. About 30 seconds in, it was the end of Fitzy. He ran off quicker than anyone has ever seen him move before, then after taking a short nap on the sidelines, did his best impersonation of Shane and left.

Crossroads where now enjoying the better possession as they started to put Belconnen under attack. They spent most of the half in the Belconnen half, but had no end product. Rick continued to marshal the defenders, and also let the attackers know to get on the end of kicks, even when they did. Rick was keeping the whole team on their toes. 

After one such kick, Adrian got on to the ball at the same time as Westie and the ref blew a free kick. Adrian obviously thought that the free kick was his, as he waited patiently for Crossroads to place the ball before kicking it away. Westie let him have it with some words while Adrian protested his innocence. The ref quickly stopped it from going further, even though the supporters wanted it.
Crossroads had about 50 corners in the second half, but the midgets of Belconnen continued to frustrate the taller Crossroads team. They got so frustrated that they decided to form a rugby mall on Rick, who had caught a corner, and barge him into the net with the ball. Crossroads emphatically claimed the goal, only for the ref to call a foul. The crossroads players led by Westie were dumbfounded as to why the goal was disallowed. 
They were even more dumbfounded when Stewie got his second. Belconnen once again did some nice passing before Stewie was put through on goals and calmly slotted his second goal. Westie questioned the linesman, who pointed with his flag to the player who had kept Stewie onside. That was it for Westie, who protested that the linesman had flagged offside and the goal should not be allowed. It was a nice try by Westie, but the ref was having none of it.

Crossroads went back to their Yass of last year tactics, with poor Ben copping another one. This time Ben was having none of it as he pushed a Crossroads player that got him a stern talking to from the ref who really did have his hands full. Leigh was the next one to cop it, as the long haired Crossroads mid walked through half the Belconnen team before Leigh cleared the ball away. The Crossroads player this time thought that Leigh was Ben and followed through causing Leigh to do a nice flip in the air. To his credit, Leigh got up and didn’t say or do anything to the Crossroads player.

The Crossroads keeper seeing that his team could not get through the Belconnen defence, deciding to test his own dribbling skills. He had done it a few times before, easily waltzing almost to half way. On about his fifth try, Simon Campbell finally put in a crunching challenge on the keeper, but that used up his energy as he could not pass the ball away. Pundits after the game suggested the Campbell was catching his breath and the keeper actually ran into him trying to get away from another Belconnen player.
By far the most ridiculous thing Westie did all game happened near the end. A through ball was played through and Westie tried to get on to the end of it only for Louis to get in the way. As he shepparded the ball towards the end line, Westie put in a few kicks and pushes. Louis saw the ball out, relaxed and Westie gave him one last shove that sent Louis flying. As he rolled he let fly with some choice words to Westie, while Leigh, looking very angry had to be dragged way by another Crossroads player. 
The game finally came to an end with Belconnen taking the 2-0 victory. It was a good win, and keeps Belconnen firmly in the hunt for a top two finish, courtesy of Belnorth and one C Malfone.

Thanks go out to Robbie for declining to play for Div 3 Canberra City, choosing to ref the game and doing a pretty good job. Thanks to Matt Lippiatt for once again running the line and keeping everyone entertained with his running battles with Westie.

Belconnen face Belwest next week in what is always a tight tussle. Belconnen know that a victory may put them into 2nd place so will not be taking a backwards step. See you all next week.
Man of the Match: Mark Stewart. The one they call Stewy and The Flash with two goals and a constant threat to Crossroads.

Goal of the Week: Mark Stewart with his first goal. Good goal under pressure.

Gimp(s) of the Week: From time to time a player from the opposition pops up for this award. This week it goes to Number 15,the one they call Westie. A truly gimpish effort from a master gimp.

