Belconnen United vs Belnorth

Round 14, 25-07-2009

1-1

3-0 on forfeit

Belconnen were away to  Belnorth, a team who they struggled to get a draw against the last time they played. They didn’t manage more than a draw though, in what ended being a very controversial match.
Belconnen started quite well, their passing looking very good early on. It wasn’t long before the controversy started though. Louis noticed that the Belnorth team were calling a player Chris and Malfone, when a C Malfone was actually suspended. Louis mentioned it to Fitzy who would mention it at half time to the ref. 
Belconnen looked good when they had the ball, and did not let Belnorth in with any sort of attack. Belconnen tried to get some attacking moves going but they could not manage to crack the Belnorth final third. Then seemingly against the run of play Belnorth managed to get inside the right side of the Belconnen box, where George, the left back went in for a challenge that won the ball, but also took the player. The ref was quick to point to the penalty spot, much to the disgust of George, who earned himself a contribution the Belconnen kitty with a yellow card.

Belnorth put the penalty away to make the score 1-0, and it was shades of Déjà vu from the last time these two played. Belconnen tried to up the pressure, but they failed to make the Belnorth keeper work and the teams went in at halftime with the score 1-0 to Belconnen.

Much of the halftime break was concerned with the goings on over at the Belnorth team, and the issue of the suspended player who was put on the match card as another person. When Fitzy had finished with Belnorth, Belconnen coaching staff stressed that there was plenty of time and to play our game. 

The talk really woke up the Belconnen team, as they attacked at will. They bombarded the Belnorth defence with wave after wave of attack but could not finish any move off. Belnorth nearly put the game away on a counter attack as they got passed the Belconnen defence with a player who was about 4 metres offside, but Rick came to the rescue with a fine save.

Plenty of chances were flying over the bar or going wide, but Belconnen continued to attack and they finally got their reward. After some nice passing moves, Luke ended up in the box and fired a nicely drilled low shot into the bottom corner to even up the scores. Belconnen had equalised, were on top and had a good 25 minutes to get more from the game. It was 25 minutes of missed opportunities though.

Belconnen were now dominating possession, as all Belnorth tried to do was put some hopeful long balls through which the Belconnen defence easily started to deal with. The defence watched helplessly as the mids and forwards tore through Belnorth, only for the shooting to be woeful. 

Belconnen were trying way too many long range shots now, much to the frustration of Stewy, who pointed out that a one, two should be tried to get into the box. When Belconnen did get into the box, their shooting was below par, only making the Belnorth keeper make one save.
The game ended, and a frustrated Belconnen once again drew 1-1 with Belnorth. Much of the week will be focused on the protest and integrity of the Belnorth team to Capital Football on the playing of a recognised suspended player under a different name. Such flaunting of the rules could end up with a life suspension according to Capital Football rules and regulations. 

The first match against Belnorth is also under scrutiny, as the same player was suspended but this time was on the match card. Somehow they got away with that one, but Belconnen United have raised the issue again to be fully investigated. Let’s hope Capital Football enforce their own rules this time.

So the next game is against Crossroads at Melba 1. Last time these two teams met, Belconnen dominated. Let’s hope for the same result. See you all next week.

Man of the Match: Andrew Fitzpatrick. A good performance by the one they call Fitzy, in who must be the shortest ever stopper in the history of the game.

Goal of the Week: Luke Hartley. Cracking finish.

Gimp(s) of the Week: Cannot go past Chris Malfone. Played while suspended, then his team proceeded to call him by his name. Didn’t want to show any id when asked and his whole team protested that it was not him. A truly magnificent cheating effort by them. Let’s see Alan Jackson bullshit his way out of this one.

