Belconnen United vs Weston Creek

Round 12, 20-06-2009

0-2
Belconnen were away to Weston Creek, in what was an important match for both teams if they were to keep in touch with the top two sides. Unfortunately, Belconnen failed to show up and they paid with a dismal first half.

Belconnen were once again without a host of players, and they lost Luke 1 hour before the beginning of the match to throw their team selection into disarray. Belconnen started well, but after 5 minutes, the match turned as Weston put pressure on every single Belconnen player, forcing simple passes to miss the target.

Weston passed the ball around with ease and made Belconnen look poor, as the Weston midfield grabbed control of the match. That control led to a first goal for Creek, from some poor defence from a corner.

Creek won the corner and the ball was whipped into the box, where a Creek player was allowed to bring the ball down and play a timid pass across the top of the 18 yard box to an unmarked Creek player. That player was able to take a touch and put a shot on target. The ball took a slight deflection and it slowly rolled into the bottom corner, despite a desperate dive by Rick. The Belconnen keeper was bemused at the poor marking from the corner, but the coaching staff were more concerned why a post position was left unattended on a corner while the ball was still in the 18 yard box.
Creek kept the pressure up and doubled their lead soon after. After easily bringing the ball forward from the back, they easily passed their way around the Belconnen midfield and the ball was played to an unmarked Creek player not far out of the Belconnen box. The Creek player put in a chip over the top of the Belconnen defence for the run of the Creek forward who raced into the box and faced an advancing Rick, who suddenly stopped, and to his horror watched the ball take a wicked leg break passed his waving hand for an easy tap in for the Creek player. Rick was upset with the ref, believing that a Creek high challenge stopped him making a reasonable challenge on the ball, and he let fly with some abuse that the ref failed to hear, which was lucky for Rick. Coaching staff were once again left concerned, this time by an unmarked Creek player in the middle of the field, despite the 3 central midfielders that Belconnen were playing.
Creek continued to dominate through the middle as they sent wave after wave into the Belconnen half through a very shaky looking Belconnen midfield. The Belconnen defence was working overtime, with Leigh even confusing Louis for a Creek player as he battered him going for a ball.

Belconnen were under immense pressure, but they gradually started to gain some possession, only to be wasteful with the ball as they continuously took wrong options. They had some half chances though, with a Jordo header off a corner going high, but the best chance fell to Adrian. After one of the only passing moves of the half, the ball was flicked through and Adrian made his way inside the Creek goal box. After declining a first time shot, the ball would not fall for him and he was eventually chased down.

The half came to a close with Weston Creek holding a deserved 2-0 lead. Belconnen would be without Ben for the remainder of the match, as he once again succumbed to his ankle injury, which saw the Belconnen medical team being sacked on the spot, for allowing a player to play without adequate strapping.

Half time talk was to lift the intensity and start to show some fight for the ball, and not to over commit when Weston Creek came forward. It translated on the field, as Belconnen looked much better in defence, even though their offence looked worryingly poor. The Weston Creek defence were put under no pressure and they were easily able to deal with the balls coming forward.
Belconnen were trying hard though, but Creek controlled the majority of the second half. Belconnen did actually put some shots on target, but the Creek keeper pulled off some great saves, the best one coming from a Simon Campbell shot that looked destined for the top corner, only for the keeper to tip over the bar.

Belconnen were put out of their misery as the match ended with Weston winning 2-0. It was a disappointing match for Belconnen, and it will be one that they will want to forget. They face UC next, in what will be a very important match, as UC are lurking for that elusive 4th place. 
On the run home, tragic news filtered through to some Belconnen players, of the passing away of Adrian Harris’ sister Jenni. Belconnen United Division 7 players thoughts and best wishes are with Adrian and his family at the sad news.

Man of the Match: George Sotiropoulos. Kept his cool when most of the team lost the plot and provided some much needed good play from the back.
Goal of the Week: None. Zip, zilch, niada. Not a good effort at all.
Gimp(s) of the Week: None that I can think of, as the biggest gimp was not even playing for Weston Creek.
