Belconnen United vs ANU

Round 10, 20-06-2009

2-0
Belconnen were away to ANU this week in what was a must win game for Belconnen if they were to stay in touch with the top two sides. Belconnen were still missing a number of players, and lost a returning player to another injury, yet prevailed for an emphatic victory.
Belconnen started nervously as their passing game was non existent and spent the majority of the first 10 minutes hoofing the ball to no one. Adrian Harris had a bad start and had some words with the referee, before deciding to substitute himself before he got a booking. It didn’t take long for Belconnen to settle into their passing game or to counter anything that ANU threw at them. ANU used the long ball in their last meeting, but they had no idea how to counter the sweeper setup that Belconnen had adopted for this fixture.

Around halfway through the first half, Belconnen lost a player through injury. Matt Lippiat, who had only returned from a long lay-off the previous week, injured his knee when he landed awkwardly from a defensive header. Not good news for Matt or Belconnen, who some have said have had a curse laid on them by someone, such is their injury toll.
The Belconnen defence was playing brilliantly, with Leigh leading the way with some crunching tackles and his grunting headers which would make Maria Sharapova proud. The Belconnen midfield was also playing well, and a combination of passes saw Stewy race through on goal and he tucked his shot into the net to give Belconnen a deserved 1-0 lead.

ANU tried to push on for the rest of the half, but the Belconnen defence held well and offered no worthwhile chances to the ANU side. ANU started to go in with some reckless challenges that saw the yellow card being dished out more than a croupier at a casino. Belconnen also got themselves some bookings, with Leigh being called for a deliberate hand ball and Shane for a high footed challenge on the ball! A truly baffling call on Shane. The half ended, and Belconnen had reason to be the happier side.

Talk at halftime was to keep the momentum going and pressure the ANU defence which was not looking as good as their allowed goals on the league. Belconnen were moving the ball quickly, and ANU were forced to fire long balls out to the flanks such was the presence of Jordo and Leigh through the middle. With Ryan helping out the wide backs, ANU started to look like a desperate team as they tried to get some momentum. Belconnen would not let them, and it wasn’t long before Belconnen doubled their lead. From a free kick inside their own half, Leigh put the ball forward where Adrian Harris got a nice little flicked header that fell into the path of Stewy, who did his duties and put the ball away to make the score 2-0 to Belconnen.

Belconnen were now dominating the match and the ANU team were getting very frustrated, with one player threatening to kill Rick before running away and giving him the one fingered salute. Another ANU player came up with a tirade against Adrian Harris that no one could understand, and then an ANU player got his second yellow for another bad challenge. The ref had to be reminded that it indeed was a second yellow to the ANU player, who had already left the field by the time the ref brandished the red.
The game trailed off after that and Belconnen held firm and ended up with a much deserved 2-0 victory which will keep them well in touch with the top 2 teams. They have Brindabella Blues at home next week, in what should be an easy victory judging by the Blues results this season, but they are the games that Belconnen regularly struggle with. Join us next week for the continued Belconnen season.

Man of the Match: Leigh Moffit. Outstanding at the back and stopped ANU in their tracks.

Goal of the Week: Mark Stewart after a nice flick on header by Adrian Harris.

Gimp(s) of the Week: Which ANU player should this go to? The one who threatened to kill Rick, or the one who got two yellows for the exact same challenge. Bingo, it was the same tool who earns the Gimp of the Week.
