Belconnen United vs ANU
Round 1, 18-04-2009
2-1
Welcome to the first match report for 2009. Plenty of new faces in the Belconnen United team, as they opened their season at their brand new Verbruggen Street Stadium which was packed to capacity. Well, the car park was packed anyway. Belconnen were missing a host of players due to injury, and have also lost new recruit Kosta for the whole season. Belconnen were also missing Ryan, who failed to realise that he had lost his car!!
The game kicked off with, wait for it, an official, under a clear day. Belconnen started slowly as the new team began to pass the ball around. ANU showed their tactics early on by copying the Bolton Wanderers with early long balls to their speedy men up front. They caused some problems early on, and Rick was called into action early when he had to tip a fierce shot over the bar. He let the Belconnen team know what he thought about it, then also let the ref know that he should not be able to see more that 2 metres, earning himself a yellow card.
He had to let them know again soon after, as another ANU player got through on goal, and this time Rick saved with his feet. The Belconnen keeper was not happy and was letting everybody know about it. Then on another through ball, an ANU player got to the edge of the box but with Belconnen defenders getting back the ANU player kicked the ball as hard as he could. The ball was going wide, but it struck and unfortunate Leigh and it deflected into the goal, with the Belconnen keeper wrong footed. The usual story for Belconnen going behind.
Belconnen struggled to get anything going. Stewy was having a bad time upfront being marked by about 5 players so Belconnen made a tactical sub, taking off their defensive midfielder and putting on another striker in Casper. Stewy needed some support, and Belconnen coaching staff thought Casper was the man. There was not much time for him to prove anything though as the half ended.

A sturdy halftime talk had Belconnen fired up, and they came out letting ANU how they felt. Alex was particular, putting in some meaty challenges, earning himself a yellow card. Brendo also got himself booked as he and Alex stepped up the defence.  The Belconnen team started to get going, and Casper was causing the ANU defence problems. He got into the ANU box and turned a defender who chopped out and tripped Casper. The ref pointed to the spot, and up stepped Simon “Pressure” Jordan. He put his spot kick low and to the left of the ANU keeper who made a pretty good save, but Jordo followed through and smashed the ball into the net to make the score 1-1.

Belconnen were looking lively now and ANU struggled to get anything going. Soon after, Jordo put a peach of a ball through for Stewy who raced clear and slotted his first of the season, to put Belconnen 2-1. 

They lost Paul soon after to the defenders curse, as he twisted his knee clearing the ball. Then Adrian Harris cleared the ball after some ANU pressure, but he got taken late by a high foot. He was not happy and pushed the ANU player further into the ground, the ref brandishing a red card, reducing Belconnen to 10 players for the remaining 10 odd minutes.

There was not much action after that as Belconnen held on to record a win to start the season. Some things needed to be worked on, but overall Belconnen looked pretty good.

Next week Belconnen face their nemesis in Brindabella Blues which is always a lively encounter.

Man of the Match: Rick Bylinski. Some good saves early on kept Belconnen in the match. 
Goal of the Week: Stewy. For finally getting a decent ball, and being able to put it away.
Gimp(s) of the Week: Oh boy. Despite all the cards and the send off, must go to Ryan for doing the impossible and losing all of his cars and not making the game!! That will now be known as doing the Ryan. Outstanding stuff there Ryan.
